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To Edward Hirvey | To the Honourable 
Fſquire, High | Dacres Barret, 
Sheriff of the Eſquire, High 
County of Buckt. Sheriff of the 

County of Eſſex. 
AND ro 


Jurys of both Counties, 


V 


Iwo Counties will make it eaſtly Be- 


lie vd, I could have no I houghts of 


making it it more. Public 


But BY Vn were pleas d to Ex- 


preſs ſuch 4 Degree of 3 atisfattion in 


Hearing 


The Gentlemen of the Grand- 


Hen I had perform d the 

Service you did me the 
Honour to call me to, in Preaching 
of this Sermon, I am 'perſwaded that 
the Preaching. the ſame Diſcourſe in 
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The Dedication. 

_ / Bearing it, as inclin'd You to lay your 
; * Commands upon me for its 0p 
Publication, I could not but look upon I ext 

my ſelf under a Neceſſity of Committing tel, 

it to the Preſs in Compliance with your U, 

Joint Requeſt, leaſt I ſhould ſeem to 11 y 

Contradit one of the Principal Do- 

Arines advancd in it, Of paying 
Obedience to the Commands 

of our Superiours. 

could not but obſerve there was 
nut hing Jo likely to recommend the 
Truths delivered in it, with ſuch Al- 
vantage, or to render I hem as Uſe- 
ful, a+ Ibey are Suitable to the 
Neceſfities of the Preſent I imes we 
Live in, as to ſee them openly (ounte- 

:nanc'd, and Encouraged by Perſons of 

"Your Publick Station and Charatter. 
Ts upon theſe Views that 1 now 
Humbly Preſent the following Sermon 
to your Favourable Acceptance, eſpe- 
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The Dedication. 


cially ſince I have by thus Means an 
Opportunity of, acknowledging our - 
of extr aurdinary Crvilities to me, and of 

reftifying in a Way not altogether 
J Unſeruceable .*to. the. Publick, that 


Lan, 


Your-moſt'Obedient 


Humble Servant, 


- 


Tho. Wits. A 


* 


* 
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Dur. 5. 29. 


O that there were ſuch an Heart in 
T hem, that they would fear me, and 
keep all my Commandments always, 
that it might be well with Them, 


and with their Children for ever. 


HESE Words are that paſſionate 

Deſire God condeſcended to expreſs 

to Moſes, concerning the National 
Happineſs of the Children of Ifrael ; and 
were deſigned to ſuggeſt to them the Me- 
thods by which this Glorious End was to be 
Accompliſhed : By which They were to be 
advanc'd to that Proſperous State he had ex- 
preſs d his Concern for, and Inſtated in thoſe | 
Publick Bleſſings, his Diſtinguiſning Provi- 
dence had intended for them. 

And indeed there is ſuch a neceſſary Con- 
nexion between the Obedience required, and 
the Recompence propoſed by God to Reward 
it, that J hope it will not ſeem unnatural to 
apply this Paſſage, of the Law to the State of 


Chriſtianity, and Endeavour to demon- 
| B ſtrate 


—— 
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ſtrate from the Words before us, That there 
is no ſuch Effectual Method to Promote the 
Proſperity and Welfare of a Nation, as the 
Practiſe of Virtue and Religion; nothing fo 
likely to continue the preſent Bleſſings any 
People may Enjoy to future Generations, as 


always. g 

There is ſomething fo Great and Noble in 
the Character of a Patriot, ſuch a Reſemblance 
of the Divine Nature in a Generous Concern 
for the Good of our Country, that I eaſily per- 
ſwade my ſelf, that All thoſe whom I have the 
Honour to ſpeak before, arc under the Influ- 
ence of this Noble Paſſion; That they are 
ſollicitous for the publick Good of this Nati- 
on, and that it may be well not only with 


Themſelves, but with their Children for *' 


Ever. I ſhall therefore confine my Thoughts 
to the Preſcription which God himſelf has 
left us to attajn this End, by conſidering the 
happy Influence of Religion upon Civil Go- 
vernments, and how Advantageous it is to 


the Publick Proſperity of a Nation. 


I. That the Providence of God ſhould not 
Overlook even the Meaneſt and moſt Incon- 
fiderable Creatures He hath made, ſeems 
there- 


to Fear God and keep all bis Commandments 
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An Aſixe Sermon. 3 
therefore to have been obſerved by our Savi- 
our, that he might fully aſſure us 7 5 Man, 
who by the Excellency of his Nature, was 
raiſed far above them, is yet the more imme- 
diate Object of his Tenderneſs and Regard. 
And — if he vouchſafe to take ſuch 

Care of him conſider d ſingly, and in his Pri- 

vate Capacity, much more does He Charge 

his Providence with whole Societies, and 

Combinations of Men; much more does He 

lntereſt himſelf in Nations and Kingdoms, in 

J which the Lives and Fortunes of ſuch Num- 

bers are Involvd. | 

Now if He does exerciſe ſuch an Eſpecial 
Providence over Human Afﬀairs, it will be 
neceſſary for the Vindication of his Political F 

_ as He is the Governour and Lord d Lord of 
orld, To diſtinguiſh a Nation by Pecu- 
lar r Marks of his Favour or Diſpleaſure, to 

| Render them Proſperaus or Afflicted, accord- 

| ing as Piety and virtue ſhall F loutiſh or De- 

: cline amongſt them. — 

For indeed This Life is the Only * of 
Diſtinction and Recompence as to publick 
Bodies and Communities of Men. * Nati- 

, ons, as ſuch, are only liable to Temporal 

„ Poniſhments and Rewards. 
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reign Lord of the World, the Supreme 


As to particular Perſons,the Juſtice of God's 
Providence may be manifeſted either in This, 
or a Future State ; And it will be a ſufficient 
Vindication of it, if the Irregularities and 
Diſorders that ſeem to be overlooked in This 
World, are Revenged upon Tranſgreſ- 
ors in uber. 

But as to Societies and Combinations of 
Men, The Juſtice of God muſt proceed by 
other Meaſures. 

All the Governments of This Life will be 


all at length be ſwallowed up in the King- 
f 5 Lan 


dom of c mb, and be made one People 
under_ans Tore ang Heng, Sf, Jak Lord and Head, Chriſt Jeſu 
And therefore the Juſtice o s Admini- 

ation with reſpe& to States and Kingdoms, 
can only be manifeſted here below; the Union 


by which They are joynd together being 
. to this World, The Rewards or Pu- 


ments which ſhall be allotted to them, 
cannot extend beyond it. 

Agrecably to this Notion, God is every 
where in Scripture deſcribd to be the Sove- 
Mo- 
derator of all Events, and the Alone Diſpo- 
ſer of the Affairs and Fortunes of Nations. 


Thou 


Diffolved and Terminate with it They will 
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Thou art the God (ſays King Hexehiab) 
even Thou alone of all the Kingdoms of - the 
Earti, 2 Kings 19-15; And he is repreſented | 
in the Book. of Job, 12.23. To be the God | 
that Increaſeth the Nations and deſtroys them, 
That enlargeth the Nations and ſtreightens them | 
again, | 
l And we may rationally ſuppoſe that He has ö 
Tranſmitted down to us ſuch a_PunQual Ac- | 
count of the Hiſtory of the Jewiſh Nation, 
and of the various Providences he Interchan- il 


geably exerciſed towards them, that we 
might- diſcover the ſeveral Methods of his 


Dealing with States and Kingdoms, and be 
fully Inſtructed in the general Rules of his 


rr 


Tis true indeed, That: People were for 
ſome time immediately under the Govern- 
ment of God Himſelf, and therefore it is not 
to be expected that his Providence ſhould ob- 
ſerve the {ame Meaſures towards other Nati- 
ons, or ſhould in all Circumſtances be con- 
formable to his Dealings with the Fews, yet 
ſince we find He always purſued their Pablick 
Rehellions againſt him with ſignal Judgments, 
and rewarded. their Obedience by as Diſtin- 
guiſhing Marks of his Favour, ſince — | 

on 
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fon of thoſe Diſpenſations towards them, as 
to the Main and Subſtance of them ſeem to 
be perpetual, and carry an Eternal Obligati- 
on with them, we are aſſured, that his pro- 
vidence will always ſtand engaged to Exalt 
or Depreſs any Nation, according as the In- 
tereſts of Religion either Improve or De- 
cline amongſt Them; and that he will inter- 
poſe his Power in the Government of the 
World in ſuch a vifible manner, as will fully 
convirce us, that not only the Strength and 
Eſtabliſpment of Kingdoms, but their very 


Being and Subſiftance are entirely founded 
on his Friend 0 p and Protection. But, * 


II. As the Methods of God's Ad- 
miniſtration of the Affairs of this World make 
Religion and Virtue neceſſary to the Proſpe- 
rity of a Nation; ſo have we a farther Conſir- 
mation of this Truth, in that excellent Sy- 
ſtem of Life and Manners, which is preſcribd 
in the Goſpel for the Government of our 
—_—_ 5 | 

I cannot hope to ſpeak to all the Particu - 
lars of this Argument, fince even the loweft |! 
Degrees of Virtue (if we had time to confi- | 
der them) would appear in their Proportion 
to be conducive to the Benefit of Societies, | 


and 
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and by a Remote Influence at leaſt, to be 
Subſervient to the Publick Peace and Happi- 


neſs ; J ſhall therefore beg leave to confine = 


my ſelf to the Confideration of thoſe Chri. 


ſtian Duties, which ſeem to be of a more 
Publick and Extenfive Character, and to bear 
a more particular Relation to the Solemuity of 


this Day. D 


deavour to illuſtrate the Influence of Religion 


upon States and Kingdoms, from theſe fol- 
4 lowing Principles. 


Firſt, Becauſe it lays upon us the Firmeſt - 
Obligations to Honour and Obey our Civil - 


Governours. And 


Secondly, To.obſerve a ſtri and impartial. 


Juſtice in our Commerce with one another. 


Thirdly, and laſtly, Becauſe it engages us 
by the moſt prevailing Motives, to all Mutu- 
al Offices of Love and Kindneſs, and Inſpires - 
us with all thoſe Good Diſpoſitions that tend 


to Unity and Feace. 


In diſcourſing on which Subject I ſhall en- 


Firſt, 
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Perſons of their Governours, on account of 


. 


Firſt, Religion lays upon us the Firmeſt 
Obligations ro Honour and Obey our Civil 
_Governours. | 


As Government and Society were by the 
general Providence of God Eſtabliſhed from 
the Beginning of the World, as being abſo- | 

lately neceſſary for our Common Peace and 
Safety; ſo has it always been one great End | 
of Religion, to ſecure Obedience and Sub- 
miſſion to the Commands of thoſe who have | 
preſided in them, and to enforce upon all, 
who have had the Benefit of their Admini- 
ſtration, a great reſpect and reverence to the 


the publick Character they ſuſtained, and the ; 
High Authority by which they ated. And 
accordingly we may obſerve, that Solomon, 
f 
| 
; 


EDS 208 


when he was reflecting on the Advantages 
that acru'd to Societies, from the Inſtitution 
of Human Governments, did not think it 
improper to recommend Religion and Loyal- 
ty to us by one Common Precept, and to aſ· 
fure us, that Our Higheſt Obligation, next 
to that of obeying God, is to ſubmit our 
ſelves to thoſe whom he had appointed his | 
Deputies and Vicegerents here upon Earth, | 
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my Sor, fear thou the Lord and the Ki ing, 
Prov. 24. 21. 

Thus again are we admoniſhed by the Uni- 
ted Authority of the two great Apoſtles, To 
ſubmit cur — to every Ordinance of Man, for 
the Lord's ſake 5 whether it be to the King as 
o—_— or unto Gowernours, as unto them that 
nt by Him, for the Puniſhment of Evil Do- 
ah — for the Praiſe of them that do — For 
ſo is the Will of God, 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14, 15. 

U pon che ſame Principle does Se. Paul prels 
us Subjection to the Higher Powers ; 
decals They are ordain'd by God, and appoint- 
ed his Menifters to ur for Good, therefore we 
muſt needs be ſubject not only for wrath, that is, 
out of an apprehenfion of Puniſhment, but al- 
ſo for Conſcience ſake, out of a Senſe of Duty, 
and becauſe God requires it of us. 

But I need not be tedious in reciting the 
Authorities the inſpir d Writings afford us to 
this Purpoſe, being ſenſible I am recommend- 
ing a Duty not only beneficial to Societies in 
general, but in an eſpecial manner eaſy and 
delightful to Vs, who are happy under Her 
preſent Majeſties Adminiſtration and Go- 
vernment. 

It is the Invaluable Bleſſing of this Kingdom 


to ſee all the Qualifications of a Wiſe, Juſt, 
C and 
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and Merciful Governour Unired i in Her Sacro Sacred 
Perſon, and in every Step of her Conduct ſhe 
demonſtrates her ſelf to be the Minifter of God 
to us for Good. Since Her happy Acceſſion to. 
the Throne, ſhe | {ſeems to have known no 
greater Satisfaction than what ariſes from the 
good Eſtate of the Publick, and to have direct - 
ed her Cares not ſo much to make her ſelf 
Great as her Subjects Happy, (if yet thoſe 
Deſi igus can be diſtinguiſh dq f 
ler being bred. up in the Communion of- 
the EQablied. Church, Her. firm [Adherence 
to it in times of Danger, together with the 
ſhining Example of thoſe Perſonal Virtues by 
which She adorns it, give us all the Aſſurance 
ve cauld hope for, That all its Sacred Rights. 
and Privileges ſhall be inviolably ſecured under 
her Adminiſtration, and that She will tranſ- 
mit to poſterity that moſt men. 
* what are all che Succeſſes which have. 
conſtantly attended the Arms of Her victori- 
ons General abroad, and the happy Effects 
which we may hope for from the late almoſt 
une xampled Union in the Counſels of the great 
Aſſembly of the Nation at Home, but ſo ma- 
ny Earneſts which Providence has given us of 


our * Happiocls,? That He will enable 


our 
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our Sovereign to protect the Religion and Li- 
berties of Her Subjects againſt the common Ad- 
verſary, and by placing a Prince, whoſe pre- 
tenſions ſhe is ing with her Arms upon ; 
his lawful Throne, will fo effeQually reſtore - 
the Ballatee of Power to Europe, as to lay a 
ſolid Foundation for the Glory of Her Own 
Reign, and the common o_y of Succeeding 
Generations. 
And now We Pornicioni muſt all ſuch 
Attempts be, as tend to Diſorder the 
Methods of our Oovernment at Home, whilſt 
Thoſe who are ſet over Us, are endeavouring 
to make us Eafy and Happy in our ſelves, 
and fecure againſt our Enemies Abroad? 
How unreaſonable is it in this great Con- 
juncture, to entertain and propagate any 
Groundleſo Suſpicions againſt Thoſe who are 
ſer in high Places of Power and Authority over 
Us? Or by Evil Inſinuations againſt Them, fo 
to derogate from their Reputation and Eſ- 
teem, as to render them leſs) Capable of Pro- 
moting the Publick Good ? With what De- 
teſtation ſhoald we reject ſuch Imaginary 
Schemes of Government as tend to Unſettle 
Our Conſtitution, and Impeach thoſe Princi- 
ples upon vrhich our Preſent Eſtabliſpment as 
well our Future ExpeGations are Founded? 
C 2 Cer- 
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Certainly ſuch unreaſonable Jealoufics and 

Opinions are as contradiQory to the Laws of 
the Goſpel, as thoſe of our Country ; and 
whatever other Cauſe may be defign'd to be 
ſervd, it is to be fear'd that of the Pro- - 
teftant Religion is the leaſt intended by Them. 

Such Secret Infinuations againſt the Cha- 
rater of our Superiours are ſome of the 
Higheſt Acts of Diſobedience We can Ex- E 
preſs againſt them: And (to uſe the Expreſſi - v 
ons of the Pſalmiſt) like the Terror by Night, 
and the Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs, 
are as Pernicious to Government, as the open 
Attempts of its moſt Avow'd Enemies, as The 
Arrow that flieth by Day, and the Deſtruction 

that waſteth at Neon-Day, Pal. g1. 5,6; 

And therefore it is one great part of our 
Religion to Diſcourage and Reſtrain all ſuch 
Licentious Practiſes, by obliging us to Treat 
the Characters of Thoſe that are ſet over us, 
with Reverence and Eſteem; and to abſtain 
from all ſuch Undutiful Cenſures and Sug- 
geſtions againſt Them, as will naturally End 
in the Diminution of their Perſons and Au- 
thority, and diſable Them for Diſcharging 
that Truſt which Providence has committed 
to Them: To receive their Counſels and De- 
terminations, how Different ſoe ver they may an. 


— 
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be from our own private Sentiments, with 
Deference and Reſpect, and to ſuppoſe, that 
They, like Providence it ſelf (whoſe Mini- 
ſters they are) may do many things upon 


great and wiſe Reaſons, which yet We are 


not able fully to comprehend, * 
Thus are the Laws of the Goſpel, by 


ſtrengthning the Authority of Princes, and 


Enabling them . to- accompliſh -the Ends for 
which they were appointed, conducive to 
the general Good of Mankind, and have an 


1] Immediate Influence upon the Proſperity of 


a Nation, as they have in the... 


Second Place, By enforcing upon us the 
Practice of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs in our 


Dealings and Interoourſes with one another. 
As Religion preſerves and keeps up all the 
Neceſſary Powers of our Civil Governouts; 
ſo does it farther contribute to the Order and 
Harmony of the World, by reſtraining us 
from all the Methods of Falſhood and Inju- 


ſtice, and every wrongful Invaſion, which 
our Intereſt might incline us to make on the 


Poſſeſſions of our Fellow Subjects. 


By repreſenting God to be the Author of 


all the Rights with which we are Inveſted, 


and the Supreme and Independent Proprietor | 


from 


— 
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whom all-ourþueſt -Claims and Properties ate 
criginully deria d, it affares us that evesy Pub- 

lick A& of Injuſtice, every open Invaſion of 
the Rights of others, is in effect an Injury to 
God Himſelf, anda Defiance to the Orders 
and Diſpoſals df hid Providence; it tends as 
far as in us lies, to turn him out of the Go- 
vernment of the World, and Uſurp to our 
ſelves his Eternal Right and Dominion. 

Fer What is this but a plain Declaration 
chat te will not 1 by the Diviſion 
and Allotments which God hw of the 
things of this World, nor ſubmit to the Re- 
gulations his Vicegerents here on Earth have 
Eſtabliſh d for m. the Rights of * 
ticular Men ? | 

There is ſo much of ho King dom. of Dark- : 
neſs in every Act of lojukice, that a Man 
muſt have loſt all che Diſtinction between 
Good and Evil, all Conſideration of a Supe- 
our Inviſible power, who will call him to an . 

Account for his Actions, before he can al- 
low himſelf the loweſt Degree of it; and 
every violent Invaſion which he makes upon 
the Life, Fortunes, or Reputation of other, 
does demonſrate him to have Abandon'd all 
Senſe of Religion, and to be in the Number 
of choſe Who ſay in their hearts there is no God. 


For, 
o 
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For, indeed, could the Goſpel gain an LL 
niverſal Conqueſt over the Minds of Men, or 
had the Precepts of it the proper Inflacnce its 
Author intended it ſhould have upon us, we 
ſhould ſoon be prevail'd on to maintain a 


ſtrict Integrity in all our Profeſſions and In- 
tercburſes with Men, and not allow our ſelves 
in any Courſe of Action which the Laws of 
Juſtice and Equity Diſapprove. We ſhould: 


_ think our ſelves obliged ſo to deal with 


Idea of that Happy 


Them? 


The Blood of the r 
ger cry out for Vengeance upon the Heads. 
of thoſe that ſhed it, nor the World be 


any more Diſturh d by the Sons of Violenca 


and 


every Man, as if we had exchanged Perſons 
with him, and He were plac d in our Circum- 
ſtanceg, and we in His; we ſhould converſe 
in the world with Simplicity and Godly Since- 
rity, and not go beyond or defraud our Brother in 
any Matter, ' 1 Lbeſ. 4. 6. And what a Noble 
State we ſhould live in, 

might we frame to our ſelves, if the Love of 
Righteouſneſs and Juſtice did Univerſally pre- 
vail amongſt us ꝰ and what a near approach. 
would This World make ta the Happineſs, 5 
of the Other, if all the Inhabitants of it 
were under the Powerful a of 


2 
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Oppreſlion. Our Truſt andConfidence in one 


another would be founded upon lufallibleRea- 
ſons, and we might rely upon the Promiſes and 


* 


age mente of Thoſe we convers 
ſafely as on the Arcompliſhment of them. 
We ſhould no more be troubled with the 


ſorromful Sighings of the Priſoners that come 


before us, nor the fruitleſs Mournings of 
thoſe that are appointed to Die. The Puniſh- 


ment and Guile of Injuſtice would ceaſe to- 
gether ; and, to continue the Expreſſions of 
the pſalmiſt, There would be no more Lead. 


ing into-Captivity, not ſo much as any Complain- 


ing in our Streets.. 


Now tho' it i ot to be expected chat Re- 


ligion ſhould ever gain ſuch Authority over 


the Minds of Men, as to introduce and ſettle 


ſuch a happy Change amongſt them, yet the 
Account we have been giving may fur- 


uiſh us with this Obſervation, with which 1 
ſnall conclude this Head, That Al abe Kegw- 
larity and Order, All the Tolerable Peace and 


Security we can hope for here below, are founded 


upon the great Duties of Righteouſneſs and Ju- 


ſttice, Either as They 
their own Native Excellency and - | 
orc d upon us by the Power © 


aud Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate. 9 © 
Thirdly, | 


recommend themſelves to 


our Practice by 
Goodneſs, or are Enfc 


d with, as 
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eh, The happy Efſects of Religion 
upon Societies, will appear from hence, be- 
cauſe it Engages us by the moſt prevailing 
Motives, to Univerſal Love and Kindneſs, 
and inſpires us with thoſe good Diſpoſitions 
of Mind that tend to Unity and Peace. 

As the Proſperity of Societies is Founded 
on the Harmony and Agreement of its Mem- 


bers, ſo do Faction and Diſcord, every furi- 


ous and Intemperate Paſſion wichin us, natu- 
rally tend to the Diſſolution of them, ac- 
cording to that Divine Aphoriſm of our 
Saviours, 4 Kingdom divided againſt it 400 
is brought to Deſolation, Luke 11. 17. And 

therefore does our moſt Holy Religion, 
which was intended to fave us not only from 


the Wrath to come, but from a great part of 


the Evils and Miſeries of this Life, in the 
moſt paſſionate manner excite us to follow af- 
ter the things that make for Peace, and to do 
our part, that there be no Diviſions amon oft 
De, but that we be perfect y join'd together in 
the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment, 


i Cor. 1. 10. The Defign of which general 


Precepts is, to inſtruct us 2 ſtri& Obliga- 
tions we are under, to live in Unity with 
Thoſe who are joyn'd in the ſame Common 
Society with us; and to ſubdue that Conten- 
D tious 
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tious and Unpeaceable Spirit, which is ſo trou- 
bleſome to the Governments of the World, 
and the Cauſe of ſo many Miſchiefs and Dil: 
orders in them. 

And indeed 'tis with great Reaſon that the 
Apoſtles do preſs theſe Duties with more 
than ordinary Frequency and Earneſtneſs up- 
on ue, ſince their Influence is of ſuch Mo- 
ment and Importance to the Publick Good. 

For were but Men generally acted by the 
Principles of Mutual Charity, and diſpoſed 
to receive the kindly Impreſſions of Unity and 
Peace, how ſoon would this Temper Extin- 

uiſh all thoſe Opprobrious Marks of Dif- 
3 which Incendiaries have invented, to 
the Prejudice of our Church and State? What 
a happy End would it put to thoſe Inodiat- 
ing Characters of Diſtinction, with which 
they have attempted to divide even the 
Church it ſelf, by making a Separation 
amongſt Thoſe who have been always United 
in the ſame Communion, and walked together 
in the Houſe of God as Friends? 

It would not ſuffer us to Traduce and Blac- 


ken Thoſe as Betrayers of the Intereſt of our 


Church, who are not ready at all times to 
Expreſs a Furious, Revengeful, and Exter- 
minating Zeal for it; nor to queſtion the 

Since- 
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J Sincerity of their Concern for the Cauſe of 

4 Religion, who make any Scruple of calling 
_ Fire from Heaven againſt the Enemies 
of it. 

For certainly this is a Spirit, which how- 
ever it may become a Jewiſh Sanhegdrim, or 
Romiſh Inquiſition, is altogether Unſuitable 
to the Temper and Deſign of the Goſpel, 

4 which aſſures us that The Son of Man is not 
come to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſave 
them. | 
They indeed might hope to maintain their 
:1 Corrupt Opinions by Methods of Severity, 
and by offering a Sacrifice of Blood, might 
think to do God good Service : But We,whoſe 
Happineſs it is to be born in the Communion 
of a Church, whoſe Doctrines and Publick 
Offices are foundedga the Scriptures, and the 
Practiſe of the Firſt and Pureſt Ages, whoſe 
Ceremonies are Uſeful and Significant, and 
agreeable to the general Rules of Decency 
preſcrib d in the Scriptures, We, I ſay, have 
vot ſo learned Chriſt. 

We may Appeal, and Refer the Merits of 
our Cauſe to the common Reaſon of Man- 
kind, and therefore that Univerſal Charity, 
JF which is the Characteriſtick of our Church, 
x as well as of Chriſtianity it ſelf, will oblige 
- 8: D 2 us 


1 US 
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us to reduce thoſe who are mvolv'd in any 
Error by all the Ways of Prudence and Love, 
by all choſe Engaging Methods of Mildneſs, 
Inſtruction, and Reproof, as are moſt likely 
to bring them to Repentance, and a better 
Mind. It is the Duty of 4 Serœant of the 
Lord (ſays the great Apoſtle) not to rive, 
but to. be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, pati- 
ent; in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves, if God peradwenture will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth, 
2 Tim. 2. 24- 

And what Age did ever more loudly pro- 
claim the neceſſity of theſe Duties, than the 
preſent Times we live in ? Or when did our 
Affairs abroad, and indeed the General Inte- 
reſt of our Nation more preſſingly engage us 
to the Practice of them? 0 5 
We are ſtill contending in War with the * th 
Antient Rival of the Power and Throne of th 

England, the Profeſsd Enemy of the Prote- te 
ſtant Name, our preſent Government, and St 
Eſtabliſhed Religion; and tho' the Succeſſes 
our Arms have been Bleſsd with, give us 
hopes it may end in the Honour and Safety 
of our Nation ; yet when we conſider the 
| Sufficiency of that Prince we are engaged with, 
what a long time he has withſtood the United 
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Powers of Exrope againſt him, and (which 
is the moſt melancholick part of the Refle- 
ction) that there are not wanting amongſt 
us Thoſe, whoſe Principles muſt Incline them 
to wiſh well to his Cauſe 3 how ready ſhould 
all of us be, who are in the Intereſt of our 
Conſtitution, to ſacrifice our private Reſent- 
ments to the publick Good ? and whatever 
Differences may ariſe among us as to matters . 
of pure Opinion, to conſpire in the Advance- 
ment of thoſe things wherein all of us agree ; 
The Proteſtant Religion and the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment ? 

The Practiſe of theſe things have been ſo 
frequently recommended to us from the 
Throne, and fo advantageouſly ſet off by the 
great Example of the United Wiſdom of the 
Nation, that I cannot hope to add Force to 
the Argument from any human Topicks, and 
therefore I ſhall apply my ſelf to the Pro- 
teſtants of theſe Nations in that Pathetick 
Strain wherein St. Paul addreſsd himſelf to 
the Divided Church of Philippi. 

If there be any conſolation in Chrift, if any 
comfort of Lowe, if any Fellowſhip of the Spi- 
rit, if any Bowels and Mercies : Fulfil ye my. 
Toy, that ye be like-minded, baving the ſame 
love, being of one accord, and one mind, Ph.2.1 - 
And 


— 


— 


22 An Aſige Sermon. 


— — — 


And thus having demonſtrated the happy 
Effects of Piety and Virtue upon our Politi- 
cal Happineſs, and ſhewn the Practiſe of them 

| to be the only certain Method of ſecuring 
| the Peace-and Tranquility of theſe Nations, 
| what remains, but that we ſuffer the Argu- 
| ments, which I have been enforcing upon us, 
to be of that Weight and Conſideration with 
us, which their Moment and Importance 
call for ? 

Let us All then be perſwaded to Labour 
after that Univerſal Righteouſneſs, which 
will not only befriend Us hereafter, but car- 
ries an immediate Recompence in Hand, and 
will moſt certainly derive upon us all the 
Bleſſings of Life. 

We all of us ſeem ready to hazard our 
Lives, and to expoſe our Eſtates and For- 
tunes, and all that is dear to us, for the Ser- 
vice and Preſervation of our Country; And 
why then ſhould we not take that compen- 
dious Method God Himſelf has pointed out 
to us, of Fearing Him, and Keeping all bis 
Commandments always? Why ſhould we not 
endeavour to remove the great Obſtructions 
of our National Happineſs, and fince we are 
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| willing to part with our Lives for it, to ſa- 
| crifice our Sins at leaſt to the publick Good 


and 


An Aſize $ ermon. 23 


and Safety? More eſpecially let us make it 
our Buſineſs to Preſerve and Keep up the 
Dignity and Authority of that Happy Con- 
ſtitution we are Bleſs'd with, by entertaining 
a Juſt and Honourable Opinion of our Law- 
ful Superiors. Let us endeavour to practiſe 
thoſe great and important Duties of Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs in. our Dealings with one 
another, and pay all that Deference and Ho- 
nour to thoſe who are entruſted with the 
publick Adminiſtration of Juſtice amongſt us, 
Seeing that by them we enjoy great Quietneſs, 
and that very worthy Deeds are done unto this 
Nation by their Providence, Act. 24. 2. 

Let us, if it be poſſible, and as much as in 
us lies, live peaceably. with all Men,. and 


mark Thoſe that cauſe Diviſions amongſt. us, 


and avoid them. 

But above all things let us all Unite in an 
Unfeigned Application to the Throne of 
Grace, that God would be pleas d to grant 
our Gracious Sovereign a Long and Happy 
Reign over us, and to direct Her Counſels, 
and proſper Her Endeavours for Her own 
Honour, and the publick Good ; and that 
when He ſhall Tranſlate Her from hence to 


2 far better Kingdom, and reward Her for 
che Bleſſings her Government ſhall have de- 


rived N 
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rived on theſe Nations, with a Crown incor- 
ruptible, and which fadeth not away, that 


then He would Bleſs our Poſterity with a Suc- 


ceſſion of the like Pious and Renowned Prin- 


ces of the Proteſtant Line, to Protect and 


and Govern this Proteſtant Church and King- 
dom, that it might not only be well with Us, 


bur with our Children for Ever, which, ec. 


God of his Infinite Mercy Grant to theſe 


Nations, for the Merits of bis moſt Bleſſed 
Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


To whom, with the Father and the Holy 


Ghoſt, Three Perſons, but one God, be Af. 
-crib'd, as is moſt Due, all Praiſe, Might, 


Majeſty, and Dominion, for Ever and Ever. 
Amen. | | 


